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Duxbui-y s Parade - Keep the Spirit Going!

Town May Fund Fourth -

Selectman says town should

pay for parade.

As Appeared in Duxhury Reporter, Wednesday.

July 13,1994. written by Rob Kcnne. MPG Newspapers

Duxnury-This years Fourth ufjuly para. Je had over 135

sponsors, but: next year, ail of Duxbuiy's taxpayers could ly.

footing the bill.
Selectmen chairman Margaret Kearney hi >pes t<) S| k hi-

sor on article at: next: year's town meetiiv.'; '-'at will have. the

town pay the tab ior the 1995 Fouith out;ly parade.

Kearney's sutfJestion is hardly new-the town paid for the
parade up'until 1989. when toij^heconomic times, trans
formed the parade into one mainly si sppmted by dona

tions.

"When the funding was taken away. w< ■ were in very t>ad

economic times." snid kearney. "(kit we're in better shape:

' now. and I think (the town) can affim 1 it."
Kearney said although the artii:i<: wot :!■ i put the burden

on the taxpayers, it would be tair.

"I think the parade is a town tradition, enjoyed by many

ofthe citizens." she said. "Everyone in Ouxbury appreciates

it. and looks forward td'it every year."
Kearney said she's unsure how much th<: parade would

cost "only pennies per taxpayer."
One taxpayer who would be happy to pay extra in taxes

for the parade is Brian Connelly, chairman ofthe 1993 &■

1994July Fourth plannh$ committee.';.

"It would bearcat if the parade was sponsored by the
town." lie said, "iliisyear. people in the committee spent
80 percent of their time lijndmisiift and ::o percent plnn-

nii$ the parade - it caiiflet boring."

C '.c minelly s;hi I !.l ie 1 :< hi inli[Mice's;>,<■ ial M >r 1:1 lis year's parade

was $10,000. and il". was all needed.

"Parade's don't ji;sr. happen." he said, "nit: bands cost

$1,000 to $U!CK>. and weflave out $1,600 in prizes this year."
Currently, the town does technically supp< irt: the

parade t:hrou^h the police budget. Each year, police details

lor die parade o >sls about $3,000, which selectmen

include in the polio: departments budget.

In Kearney's opinion, the parade committee is busy

enough oiftinizintf the. parade without woriyin^ about i-.ow

to pay for it.
"*Hi<: committee has a tfftantie task." she. said. "'Ilicy

have t.f» organize the punvlc. and Hnd bands to perlurm.

'Iliey shoijldn'i: have to also tiy and fund the parade."
Kearney sai< i.sbi-. hns in >l: discussed the idea with the

other selectmen or t:< wn mana;^:r Rocco Loi\ty>.

Selectmen Friend Wciler saifJ he would like to see alter
nate funding;come into the parade, but not necessarily

iiom the town.

"I thinktfnin,*, t:o tmvn meetiiv.1, to tiy and,<jet the town
t:o pay for die para. Ie i.s a last resoit." he s:iid."li- tlieres a
•.youndswell ofairtivily irum tin: community, and they
want to pay fbr(l.he parade). I'm hot^oin^to aijjue with
them, but I'd like to raise the money oubidc oftown meet-

»vv
Weiler proposed putting an optional check-olfbox on

the real estate tax form* f< >r voluntary' donations as a possi

ble solution.

C< >nnelly said ti wn support for the parade won't neces

sarily stop the. committee's fundraisin& "'Hie more money

you have, the better the parade will be." he said.
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